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HISTORIA
The drawing passed by inheritance in 1828 to Javier Goya, the painter's son, and in 1854 to Mariano Goya y
Goicoechea, the artist's grandson. It was subsequently owned by Valentin Carderera (ca. 1861) and Mariano
Carderera (ca. 1880). In 1886 it was acquired from Mariano Carderera by the Directorate General of Public



Instruction and was assigned to the Prado Museum, where it entered on 12 November 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

See Characters in sackcloth

A note that does not correspond to any of the prints in the engraved series of the Follies, but which can be
found on the back of General folly (preparatory drawing), a preparatory study for one of them.

The curious drawing depicts a peacock with a human head. The plumage of the splendid tail has first been
outlined and then finished off with a few quick strokes. The legs of the strange bird seem unfinished, and all
the attention is focused on the perplexed face of the curious creature. Gassier points, without confirming it,
to the myth that identifies this drawing as a caricature of the Duke of Wellington, with whom, according to
Gassier, the Aragonese painter did not agree when he portrayed him in 1812.
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