
THE	DOLL	VENDOR	(EL	VENDEDOR	DE
MUÑECOS)
CLASIFICACIÓN:	EASEL	PAINTING.	VARIOUS	SUBJECTS

DATOS	GENERALES
CRONOLOGÍA 1793
DIMENSIONES 42	x	34	cm
TÉCNICA	Y	SOPORTE Oil	on	tin
RECONOCIMIENTO	DE	LA	AUTORÍA	DE	GOYA Undisputed	work
TITULAR Private	collection
FICHA:	REALIZACIÓN/REVISIÓN 29	Apr	2010	/	14	Sep	2022

HISTORIA

This	work	was	sold	at	the	Hôtel	Drouot	auction	house	in	Paris	on	2	April	1895.	It	was	exhibited	at
the	Mauritshuis	in	The	Hague	and	at	the	Musée	du	Louvre	in	Paris	in	1970.

Mayer,	Desparmet	Fitz-Gerald	and	Gassier-Wilson,	among	others,	believe	it	to	be	an	autograph
work	by	Goya.

There	do	remain	some	doubts	regarding	its	authorship	and	its	date,	however.

ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO
The	fact	that	this	painting	is	painted	in	oil	on	tinplate	suggests	that	it	could	have	been	made
around	the	same	time	as	the	small	works	that	Goya	painted	during	his	stay	in	Cádiz,	when	he	was
recovering	from	an	illness	which	he	possibly	contracted	in	Seville.

In	the	centre	of	the	scene,	which	is	set	outdoors,	stands	a	figure	wearing	a	black	cape	and	hat,
with	his	back	to	the	viewer.	This	is	the	puppet	vendor,	an	enigmatic	character,	around	whom	a
crowd	of	people	of	different	ages	has	formed.	One	of	them,	on	the	right-hand	side,	has	made
himself	comfortable	and	sat	down.

For	more	information,	see	Strolling	Players.
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EXPOSICIONES

Goya:	toros	y	toreros
Espace	Van	Gogh	Arles	1990
displayed	also	at	Academia	de
Bellas	Artes	de	San	Fernando,
Madrid,	consultant	editor	Pierre
Gassier.
cat.	8
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