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CLASIFICACION: DRAWINGS
SERIE: CAPRICHOS (PRINTS AND DRAWINGS, 1797-1799) 21B/85

DATOS GENERALES

CRONOLOGIA Ca. 1797 - 1798

UBICACION The Prado National Museum. Madrid, Madrid,
Spain

DIMENSIONES 182 x 128 mm

TECNICA Y SOPORTE Sanguina con aguada de tinta de bugalla a pincel
sobre papel

RECONOCIMIENTO DE LA AUTORIA DE GOYA Documented work

TITULAR El Prado National Museum

FICHA: REALIZACION/REVISION 01 Dec 2010 / 26 Jun 2023

INVENTARIO 548 (D. 3954)

INSCRIPCIONES
55 (in composite pencil. recto, bottom right-hand corner)

HISTORIA
On the origin of this and other preparatory drawings for The Caprices, see the commentary



on the first of them, corresponding to Caprice number 1 (Francisco de Goya y Lucientes,
painter), and on the one corresponding to Caprice 3 (The bogeyman is Coming).

Line of provenance of this drawing: Javier Goya; Mariano Goya, 1854; Valentin Carderera, ca.
1861; Mariano Carderera, 1880; Prado Museum, 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

The composition of this preparatory drawing differs somewhat from that of the print in
Caprice 21. How to get rid of it! The scene takes place in a room with a thickly barred window,
which could be the interior of a prison, lit by a lantern on the floor. The bailiff and the
magistrate wear the hats characteristic of their office and the scribe the tools of his trade,
which are dispensed with in the plate. Goya did away with all these elements in order not to
detract from the importance of the figures, and even simplified the plumage of the bird-

woman.
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