DRUNK ESPARTERO, WHO DOES NOT
MANAGE TO UNDRESS AND GIVING GOOD
ADVICE TO A CANDLE SETS FIRE TO THE
HOUSE (DREAM 249).

CLASIFICACION: DRAWINGS
SERIE: CAPRICHOS (PRINTS AND DRAWINGS, 1797-1799) (18B/85)
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INSCRIPCIONES



45 (in pencil; recto, lower left-hand corner)

[24?] //El espartero Borracho ge. no acierta a desnudarse, y dando buenos consejos a un candil yncendia

la casa (in pencil; recto, along lower centre)
21 (in pencil; reverse, lower right)

Watermark: H.C. Wend & Zoonen [Large shield with helmet and letters "H C W" inside].

HISTORIA
On the gestation, history and aims of the series known as Dreams, a set of preparatory drawings for 7he
Caprices, see Dream 1: Universal Language.

Line of provenance of the present drawing: Javier Goya; Mariano Goya, 1854; Valentin Carderera, ca.
1861; Mariano Carderera, 1880; Prado Museum, 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO

The drawing of the Album of Madrid or Notebook B Good priest Where was it celebrated? (B. 86) precedes
the work we are dealing with here. And there are some changes that have to do with its meaning. In this
case, Goya specifies that it is about an esparto worker in whose workshops, as the press of the time reports,
fires were frequently set due to his drunkenness.

The painter takes up this work again in Caprice no. 18 And His House is Burning, making very few changes
to the print. In both cases we can see the same elements and identical posture of the figure with his legs
open and one slightly forward, as well as the somewhat lost expression on his face which alludes to his
drunkenness.
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