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INSCRIPCIONES

20	(	in	pencil;	recto;	lower	left-hand	corner)

HISTORIA

On	the	origin	of	this	and	other	preparatory	drawings	for	The	Caprices,	see	the	commentary	on	the
first	of	them,	corresponding	to	Caprice	number	1	(Francisco	de	Goya	y	Lucientes,	painter),	and	on
the	one	corresponding	to	Caprice	3	(The	bogeyman	is	Coming).

https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/fran-co-goya-y-lucientes-pintor/869
https://fundaciongoyaenaragon.es/obra/que-viene-el-coco-1/1002


Line	of	provenance	of	this	drawing:	Javier	Goya;	Mariano	Goya,	1854;	Valentín	Carderera,	ca.
1861;	Mariano	Carderera,	1880;	Prado	Museum,	1886.

ANÁLISIS	ARTÍSTICO

The	second	preparatory	drawing	for	Caprice	no.	20,	They	Are	Plucked	presents	on	the	verso	of
the	folio	a	drawing	entitled	Giant	Figure	on	a	Balcony.

In	this	drawing,	Goya	shows	that	he	had	an	extremely	clear	idea	of	how	the	print	should	look;	the
composition,	the	characterisation	of	the	figures	and	the	distribution	of	the	shadows	are	the	same
in	both	cases.

He	works	with	precision	and	calibrates	in	a	very	approximate	way	how	the	lighting	of	the
characters	in	the	engraving	will	be.	He	has	left	several	areas	of	the	paper	lighter,	such	as	the
clothes	of	the	two	women	carrying	brooms,	the	bodies	of	the	birds	and	the	tunic	of	one	of	the
figures	in	the	background.

CONSERVACIÓN
This	drawing	was	transported	to	copper.

EXPOSICIONES

El	arte	de	Goya
Museo	de	Arte	Occidental	de	Tokio	Tokyo	1971
from	16th	1971	to	January	23th
1972.	Exhibited	also	at	the	Kyoto
Municipal	Museum	of	Art,	January
29th	to	March	15th	1972.
cat.	65
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cat.	26
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